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MISSION STATEMENT 

 

The mission of Richwoods High School, a community of  learners building upon its tradition of 

academic excellence, is to ensure each student reaches his or her academic and personal potential and 

becomes an engaged, responsible, contributing citizen. This is accomplished by providing a safe and 

supportive environment that respects diversity and by guaranteeing a professional, dedicated, caring 

staff, working in partnership with students, families, alumni and community. 

 
July 21, 2015 

 

 

 
Dear Parents and Students: 

 

I hope your summer break is going well.  I am happy to report with the new leadership of our superintendent Dr. 

Sharon Desmoulin-Kherat and the continued support of our Instructional Improvement Officer, Revonda 

Johnson we will continue to work collaboratively as a team to improve the overall academic and social 

experience of our students, parents, faculty, and staff at Richwoods. The opening day of the 2015-2016 school 

year will be August 17th and it is quickly approaching. Richwoods is looking good as the custodial crew is 

cleaning and grooming the building and grounds, a new safety entrance to the school has been installed, a new 

scoreboard for the track and football field is in the process of being installed, and several newcomers to the 

administrative and teaching staff have been hired to strengthen the already excellent staff returning. Our school 

continues to be recognized by many professional organizations as one of the top high schools in the nation. This 

spring, Richwoods was named one of the top 13% of high schools in the nation and 75th in the state of Illinois by 

US News and World Report. The IB program produced 21 diploma students (breaking a new Richwoods record), 

over 500 AP tests were given to our students, and our 9th -11th grade NWEA scores in both Math and Reading 

improved showing that 71.7% of our student’s meet or exceed in mathematics as well as 77.7% of our students 

meeting or exceeded standards in Reading.  In addition to this, our seniors received over 3 million dollars in 

academic and athletic scholarships. I realize this student growth and accomplishments could only have occurred 

because of the rich tradition of academic excellence and the hard work and commitment of our students, parents, 

and teachers.  Many of our teachers and staff attended professional development this summer for AP, IB, and 

AVID to improve and update the quality of our curriculum, instruction, and student readiness for college. Many 

of our coaches and club sponsors are holding camps, attending camps, participating in tournaments, holding 

open gyms and staying in contact with the students to ensure they do not have a break in the traditions and 

programs established at Richwoods. We want all students to be successful and contributing members in our 

community and in their education beyond Richwoods.   

 

This year Richwoods will once again say goodbye to two administrators and welcome two new assistant 

principals to the administrative team.  Assistant principals Kassandra Duncan and June Smothers will return this 

year and we will welcome new Assistant Principal’s Ryan Morrison and Billy Robison to the Knight’s 

administrative team.  Together we will continue to bring a wide range of experience and expertise to the school.  

As in the past, each student will receive an organizational chart on the first day of school that will let you know 

“who to see” if you have questions.  Each of us will also be available via email.  We have been working very 

hard to update the website to ensure you have our contact information, school highlights, school calendar, and 

most importantly a better venue to communicate important and valuable information to our parents and students. 

We will respond to calls and emails within 48 hours.   

 

Cynthia Clark  

Principal 

Phone  309-693-4400 

Fax       309-693-4414 



The master schedule is complete.  Student schedules and assigned lockers will be available to all students in 

family access on or before August 10th.  Counselors will be returning to work on Thursday, August 6th, but will 

not be available due to building level meetings until Friday, August 7th. Counselor hours will be from 8:00 a.m. 

until 3:00 p.m. each day until school begins on Monday, August 17th. Please call to make sure your counselor is 

available to meet with you if possible. As stated in the registration handbook, students cannot change classes 

after the first 15 days of school.  The last day to change classes is 3:00 p.m. on Friday, September 4, 2015. Class 

changes are not guaranteed.  We cannot go over class size limits.  Changes will not be made because of an 

assigned teacher or to be with friends. Below is a list of the counselors and their assigned portion of the alphabet. 

Mrs. Sheri Lamie will be replacing Mrs. Look who retired last year. 

 Mr. Michael McKenna (A-E),  

 Mrs. Sheri Lamie (F-K) 

 Mrs. Beth Funcannon (L-R) 

 Mrs. Patricia Simmons (S-Z)   

We will have Freshman Orientation on Wednesday, August 12th from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. This will be a 

great event to ensure your son or daughter is ready for their first year in high school. Any student “New” to 

Richwoods may also attend the freshman orientation if they would like. Registration for “New to Richwoods” 

students will take place on Tuesday, August 11th and Wednesday, August 12th anytime between noon and 6:00 

p.m.   

 

As stated above, administrators and staff have been attending professional development this summer.  We will 

continue training throughout the year to ensure we meet the needs of all students.   Our goal is to deliver a 

quality education that will ensure our students can compete with others from the district, state, and country when 

applying for colleges and future jobs.  We are committed to making Richwoods a school of excellence.  We are 

raising the bar to ensure our school is “second to none” academically, athletically, and in our cultural arts 

programs.  We appreciate your committed involvement in the PTO, athletic boosters, and alumni organization.  

Your support continues to put Richwoods on the map as the model school for District 150.      

 

Highlights of Summer Improvements: 

 

 Newly constructed front door Safety Entrance  

 Improvements in the Swimming Pool area 

 New scoreboard for the football and track field (Thanks to the efforts of Mr. Dwyer and several 

generous donations) 

 

Donations received for this School Year: 

 PTO - $5,000 towards scoreboard 

 ICC - $5,000 towards scoreboard 

 Class of 2015- $5,500 towards scoreboard 

 Just Kidz Dentistry- $5,000 towards scoreboard 

 Richwoods High School - $5,000 donation 

 12th Man Club – donation of money,  cement base, and work on scoreboard 

 PTO - 10-15 Teacher Grants for $100 

 

 

Remember school will begin on Monday, August 17th.  School starts each day at 7:30 am and ends at 2:30pm.  

Bus routes may have changed this year, so please check with the Transportation Department to ensure your son 

or daughter will know the pick-up location and time  

 

Enjoy the rest of your break and we are looking forward to a great year! 

 

 
Cynthia Clark 

Principal, Richwoods High School 


